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pear to be specially suited thereto through their personal relations with the Navies of their Allies.
The Naval Attaches shall be informed of the existence of a secret Naval Agreement, and, should the occasion arise, they may be acquainted with those provisions of the Agreement which, by reason of new circumstances, may undergo an alteration by reciprocal agreement between the Admiralty Staffs and the Naval Section of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War.5
(r) Assignment of Naval Officers to the Staff of the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean.
In time of peace there shall be assigned to the Staff of the Commandcr-in-Chief in the Mediterranean: a Chief of Staff with the rank of Captain of a Ship of the Line by Austria-Hungary and Italy respectively, and an officer of the Admiralty Staff with the necessary staff by Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy respectively.
4. MEANS OF COMMUNICATION.
For the transmission of orders and the exchange of intelligence between the vessels (signal stations) of the Allied Navies, the joint Signal Book (Triple Code) shall be employed. This also contains provisions concerning secret signals of recognition and communication by cipher.
The joint Signal Book is to be regarded as highly confidential
5.   RECIPROCAL CONTRIBUTION OF MERCHANT VESSELS FOR PURPOSES OF WAR.
(a) Merchant vessels may, in case of war, be placed at the disposal of an Allied Power. The abovementioned authorities shall reach an agreement in time of peace concerning the rules for requisitioning merchant vessels of the Allied States. They shall also endeavor to facilitate as far as possible the availability of the vessels for special purposes.
(6) If in time of peace a Navy shall make preparations for war involving the use of particular merchant vessels of the Allied